THE RKECENT TRAGEDY IN
WHITE CROEKT,

TRIAL OF THE MURDERER.
SENTENCE OF DEATH.
The hawker, Joseph Laycock, who killed his wife

eroft, either very late on the night of the 10tk July or
early the followiag morning, was sentenced yesterday
afterncon 1n the Crown Coort at Leeds Yown
Hall, to bo hoog by the mneck wll he is
dead, 1n Armloy Gaol. That sentence was passed
on his being found guilty simply of the wilfal
morder of his eldest child, Sarab Ann; it was ooly
neceseary to have him convicted of one wilful murder
to obtain the full penaliy of the law; and althongh bLis
crime was 8o great, still for the five marders there was
bat the punisbmeat of forfeitaze of bis own life at the
bands of the common bangman. The trial of Layeock
Was fixed to comwence at ten o'clock yesterday morn-
ing, before Mr. Justice Mathew, and the day of trial
was very well known, Sl there was no crushing to
Ret 1nto the court, or any crowding inside, aud appa-
rently the dreadful case had less than ordiuary stirse-
tion for the public. Certainly Layoock had not gained
that notoriety which Charles Peace, Nurse Wilmot,
or Eate Dover had, and probably by most pecple be
was deemed an infsmons eriminal, and one wio ¢ould
mot fail to receive the utmost seutence of the law.
Those who were acquainted with the history ci the
borrible tragedy knew that it was be who took away
the lives of bis wife and family, aud coriosity conld
only exist as to the nature of the defence to be set up
for mitigation of ponisbment. The **ladies’ gallery "
waa filled with women, but they were ull evidently of
the middle class, while the other gallery was only balf
occupied. The tral lasted but feur hours, aud it
proceeded along in & quiet, almost monoctonous,
manner. Both counsel and witnesses spoke in
a low tome, as il impressed with the solemuity of
the issue at stake, and the only noteworthy inei-
dents were thoss m the conduct of the accused.
On being brought op inio tue dock bLe gazed
rooud in wo mbstracted manuer, aud then clutched
convuisively at the front rail. When the charge was
tead over and he was nsked whetber be was guilty or not,
said, *I don't kmow, mir;" mnd burst out crying.
He was sccommodated with & chair, and savk Lack,
bursting into tears. He sobbed viclestly dariug the
time the jury were beiog sworn, aud completely broke
down dorivg the opepiug of the case for the
prosecation, burying Il:? fuce in his bands, and indulg-
ing in such a passionile Hood of tewrs that the dock
attendants bad to attempt tocalm lum. He muttere
several times, ** Lord bave mercy ou me,” aud when
Mr. Fenwick spoke of the findiog of the dead bedies of
the children, prisouer cried ous, *'Ob, wy cinld, wmy
child!" He, bowever, gradoally became somewhst
calmer, though daring the greater pa:t of the case be
sat with his head boried in his bauds, apparsntly Littie
beeding the evidence. le wus descrnibed in the
calendar as being 34 vears of mge, and he appeared &
powerfully-bailt feliow. He bas a larze bead, and very
thick meck, but his tace indicatious of gr
mental sufiering. Around his peck was a bandage,
the wound which be iuflicted apon himself evidestly
not baving thoroughly healed. Over this busdage wis
& common scarf. The occupauts of the court
eonld only sce the surface of his hiead till neacly
tbe close of the tm as he kept lis faca
buned 1n  bis bands, sobbing aud ug.
T'be story of the tragedy was easily told, und thex the
counsel instrocted by the Judge to defend rose to
address tue jury on behalf of the prisoner. lie ad-
mitted that Laycock was the murderer of bis wife and
children, and all that he could really do was to sug-
gest that there was insanity in the prisoner’s fumily,
and that be was under a delusion at the tiwe be com.
mitted the diabolical ontrage, and conld not resist tne
impaolse to marder. In this way the ¢, Jnsel coutended
that Laycock ought not to ba held legaily guilty.
Amoug the witnesses celled to prove bereditary
insanity was the mother of the accused. She
| waa the only oue of the witnesses in whom the
| pectators in the court evinced curicsity, the people in
| the gallery nbove the witness box leaning over o caten
| & glimpse of her after ber appearnnce in the witness
|box. Bbe is rather an elderly womau, and was attired
in mourning. She gave ber evideuce iua straightior.
ward, iutelligent way, although she showed sixns at
times of being painfaily affected. Shelsa w;—l-:u.-u.hie.
hard.working woman, sud every one must Lave felt
sympathy for ber. Ier son did not once lovk
i Tk wlisk s agan:lo saak N violatily
rocked bimseli to and fro, aod grosned out
*Oh, 1 wish I wasn't alive.” The end of tue trial
quickly eame. The couansel for the defence pointed out
that be did not wish to assert thatihe prisouer was now
insane, but only that be was not responsible for hus
actions when le commisted the morders. 'L'be Judge
briefly told the jury wiist questious they had to decide,
without entering 1mto the harrowing detads of the
tragedy, and at oue o'clock the jurors ieft their box fur
| an ot ; being pated that they woald
! not returu very soom, hus lordsbip left Lis seat,
those who bud listened to the case were told 1t was
lonch-time and requested to leave the ccuct. ‘Lhe
jurors had only been in retirement for ubout 25 minates
| 'when it was intimated that they bad sgrecd upen o
They were told the jndze had ad-
|jonrned the court, but his lordsbip baviug been
‘min:m-a that the jury bad occme to n con.
clusion 1n the case, returned into the bmilding
When the prisoner wes brooght up ioto the dock the
wonld only be ubout & duzen persous in ke cour, b
sides the jury. Lle gazed eagerly at the foramuu tor
second or two, but scemed to read Lis Inte.
clutehed the brass rail ekirting the f1ont of the
aod when he heard the conclusion the jory bad arnved
t, viz., that he was guilty of the morder of Lis eldes:
child, he appeared greatly sgitated, ben
desth was passed, and then Le gasped out, *
| your worship, thank yon.” As ho was disa
| from view bLe was beard to say, ‘' l've gol wy d
iv's all I crave for till the Judgment Duy."”

-
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request of bis lordsbip.

r. Fenwick, i opening the case, said the issme
which the jury bad to d:cide was ome of the most
serious they were ever called upou to try, being no less
than the question whether or mot this man Lad com-
mitted wilful muorder. The prisoner's name was
Joseph Laycock, and he was married to Saran Ang
Laycock, and they hived, together with four caildren,
at & boase in White croft, Shefizld. The evideuca Lo
Iba addaced wounld be to the effect that on the 10:h of

July the four chillren were seen safe at the honse, and
[ st about six o'clock the sama wight the prisoves at
| bar went to Police-constable Kimbec.sy and com-
| plained to him as to his wile driuking wiii riber meu,
| or somathing to thas effect, and pointed out a man to
| the constable. This was ths first tiey heard of the
| prisoner on that day. 'I'be next thing they beard was

that the prisoner, together with his wifs, went
to & puoblic.house in Tenter strest, called the
| Rawson Arms. The prisoner ecalled for some

enid to his wife that she might as well get druk whilss
she bad the chaoce, and coffered ber some, Lut this

last time.” Notbiog liken quarrel took place beiwesn
them, and they left together about closiuz time and
were Leard talking out=ide, thuugh lie believed there
was nolbing approaching to a goarrel. ‘lhe npext
heard of either the prizonsr or his family was shortly
after eleven v'elock the same uight, whea a Mra
Kidneaw, who lived close by, heard sotue oun putting up
tke shutters of the prisoner's house, but she did not
see Wiio it was; nnd atabout twenty minutes Lo twelve
she heard & wornan screaming, but was upable to tell
from whence the sound came. (Tue prisoner here
mottered, ** Liord, bave merey upon we.")l At abont
twenty minntes to one «'clock on the followinyg morn.
| ing & wan camed Wright heard the s apparently
of & wan walkiog up aud down the yord where the
prisoner lived, and be would tell them tuat the foot-
staps appenred to be of a perscu wilh heelplates upou
s boots. As to what actually took placs 1a
tha prisoner's house, there was no direct ev
bt between eight aud nine on the folluwing mormug
Mra. Kidnew, going by the priron:r's house, nouced
that the shottera were op, and this beoing au suusual
circumstance, she tried the door, aud fiuding 14 nn-
fastenrd, went into the bouse, and there, bpon the
floor of the room into which she went, saw the wife of
the prisouer lying, apparently weltering in blood, with
ber throat cut. She was neturally much horeified, aud
rushed out to the house of Mrs. Gresn to scs it the
children were there, and not tinding them, returned to
the bounse of the priscuer, passed tbhroueh the rvom iu
whirh the wife was lying, and went upstairs, She
there found the prisoner lying on & wailress near the
door, and on amnother mattress she saw three little
hildren lving bleed and ap ly dead. Oune of
these children was the little giri Sarah Auu, who the
prisoner was now charged with murdening. (‘Lho pri-
soner nt this stage sobbed violently, and cried ¢ Oh
my cbild, my child.”) ra. Kiduew, of course, went
down to seck nssistance, and whilst sbe was awuy
another person came and saw the same sizht
Prisoner: ** Lord, have meicy on we "' j—and n, fur
the first time, was discuvered the body of the lonsil
child, Maria Laycock. A surgeon was at oncesen: for,

—(t

orrived to  find the wife dead dowpstaus and
the foor children dead upstairs, bnt altiongh
the prisoner bad intlicted severe Injuries upon
bimsalf, life was not extinet. By tbe sile of the
prisoner was found lying an ordinary table kuife, whiel
would be produced, and & eandlestick was i close
proximity to it. The police-officer weus iuta the room,
and the prisoner excluimed to bim, * Let we die, ok,
let me lio still.” 'I'he remwins of the wife avd four
children were taken to the mortoary, and the prisouer

officer taken to the Hospital, and on tho way the
f:llﬂnl! said, ** It was all throogh drink; it was about
20'clock when I did it." These were the whole of
the circumatances connectsd with this paiufal case,
bat be thought, after bearing the evideuce, that
the jury would have mno doobt that the whole |
of these four clnldren, incloding tbe Little daugbter
‘Sarah Ann, and slso  the Dhfe of lus wile,
 were taken by this man,
||qo the first question for them to 4 * Were the
lives of these people, and especially of Sarah Aun Lay- |
| cock, taken by the prisoner?’ If they were satistied |
 that the prisoner was the man who aid kill this listle
|mrl. the next question for them to deterwine was—
‘* At the time the prisoner committed that ack did be |
‘know the character of ihe crime he wus domg,” 1t
 they onme to the conclusinn that he did, they must ask
further, ** 1%d he know that ha was taking the life of |
‘n homan being; " and then the further question woald |
be as to whether his coudition of mind was at tha time |
be committed the act such that he could diztinguish
between right and wroug. 1f thoy thougit that he
conld so distinguish, it wounld be their duty to Gnd biw
goilty of the crime, and the burden of proof that he
waé not eagable redted with the defence, for the law
presnmed that he possessed hus facalties msod prima
facie that he was of sound wmund until the contrary was
shown. |

The following witnesses were then called :—

Aunn, wife of Jobn Groen, labourer, W bite croft, Shef. |
field, and motber of $bie wife of the prisoner, suid: L'ia |
prisoner was w hawker, and bis wife wis 24 years of age
when sba died. The prisoner had four children:—
Sarab Ann, eight years; I'rancis George, six years; |
Mary Aun, four years, and Joseph, two years old last |
October, I lastsaw wy daughter nlive at 10 o'elockon
the might of the 10th July, and the ehiliren early in
the alternoon of the same day.—Mr. Thompson: The
prisoner was very fond of pis children 7—=Wiiness: Yes,
sir.—Mr. Thompson: I thiok you bave said that the
prisoner could not bave been right in Lis bead or he
would not bave killed Lus children, be was so fond of |
them ?—Witness: Yes. He was very fovd of them. |

s Shaw, 13 years of age, living in Tenter street,

i
bous

pints of ¢wopenny sle. heard him ask bis wifs to

drink, and she replied that she didn't want. Prisoner |

replied, ** Drink, you might as well while you have ¢

chance ; it mi;hgfu the last timo you'll cver et any.

She refused to drink, but they bad a penny cake aud a
of polon

peanywortl y. DMrs. Laycook went onk aud

and four children in u dingy, desolate Louse off White |

beer, and the jory would hear that the pnsonwr|

she refused, though the prisonersaid **it wight be the |

ience, |

and the police communicated witl, sud nu ofiicer |

was placed in & cab, and under the care of the police- |

—I'he prisoner aud bis wile came to wy father's E:x
se, the llawson Arms, at sboot 10 o'clock ou the | te:
night of July lDth,l:ndI the prisoncr called for two wi

ls

bronght thess back with her, and they both
bad ‘some whilst sitting down at & table

the drum shop. T were both sober,
left &t five mmuies to 11 o'clock. As  they
went nway [ beard them tolking, snd they bad a
qaarzel at the coruer. 1 could uot hear what tbey
said.—Mr. Thompson: They were both eating i
house, and appearsd on friendly terms togetbe:
Soesph Wrght, Iabsuses, Wh

osen right, labourer, ite croft, Sheffield, sai

| that be went home to White craft at about né::?:
minutes to one on the morning of the 11th July, and
he beard in the court leading to where prisoner .h'IBd
| the moise ot & man walkiog asif he had loose heel
plates on his boots. He knew tha prisousc by sight o
Cross-examined: Wikness said be did not see prisoser
on this morning.

Anno Kiinew, wife of John Kidnew, ironworker, 2
conrt, White croft, said: I liva in the same court a
the prisoner snd his family lived. 1 koew prisoner's
children, aod saw them alive, sitting on the Suo: step,
on the night of the 10th July. At sbout eleven o'clock
on that night I beard some cue putting up theshutiers,
and at aboat twenty minates to twelve heard a scream,

& Woman's voice. At a little before piue o'clook on
the following morniug I noticed that the shatters of

the prisoner's house were closed. They were
i closed at ten o'clock, and so [ tried the door. It was
closed, but not fasteued, and I wentin, When I got

mnside I saw Mrs. Layoock lying on the floor on her
side, with her hands to her head. Thare wasa quantity
of blood by ber side, and I ran to Mrs. Grean's to see
if the children were therse. They were not to be fonnd,
and I retorned to Laycock’'s house and went opstairs
into one of the bedrooms. I saw s man's feet.
He appeared to me to be lyini on a mabtress; [
| think the man was the prisoner. saw Lbree of the
| chuldren—Sarab Ann and the two httle boys. I went
downstairs, ran ook of the honse, called for assistance,
and went to the police station.

By AMr. Thompson: I never saw him ill-treat hia
children, indeed he always seemed very fond of them,
so far as I conld see,

Tom Pearson, file forger, living in Walkley street,
said: [ remember meeting Mrs. Kidnew on the morn-
| ing of the 11th inst., and in couseguence of what she
said 1 weut to the priscoer’s honse. [ weat inside and
saw Mra. Laycook Tymg neat the front door. On going
upstairs I suw the prisoner aud the children. Layeock
lay ou s side on & mattress, and three of ths children
lay partly on ths mattress, the fonrth being at the
back. The children sppesred as if they had been dead
a long time, All their throats were cat. 1 spoke to
the prisoner, saying, *‘Goed God! what have yon
dove?’ He made no reply, only lifting his hands up.
Lsaw the koits (produced by Conatsble Kimberley)
lying close by his hand.

Rolert Hornsey, sergeant in the Sheffield police
torce, said: Ou the morning of the 1lth Jaly from
something Mrs. Kidoew said to me I weat to ths pri-
sones's bouse. It would Le abont ten minates past
ten, and I was accompanied by Uonstabls Kimberiey.
The witness described the position in which be foond
tha dead bodies, and then stated: When I got to the
front of Laycock he said, **Hob, let ma lie, lst mo
die.” I saw the knife and also a candlestick; the
latter was near his bend.  The prisoner bad his throat
cnt, and it bled very much; bis boats wers off, and [
found thewm downstairs near the fire-place. [The boots
were here prodoced, the witnesa saying the heel
plates were loose. | 1 also found dowustairs an aze,
with the bandle brokec.

His Lordship (to Mr. Fenwick): 1t is not suggested
that the muorders were commisted with thas?

Mr. Fenwick: Uh, no.
‘Witness, coctinuing, said: e was removed to the
Hoapital, aoa the dead bodies to the Mortaary. On

the 25th 1 took Lim into custody, and at the Police
Oflices charged him with mardering his wife and fonr
children, either on the night of the 10th July or the
morning of the 11th. & made no reply.

Itichard Kimberley, n police-constable, stated: When
T wus having the prisover taken to the i{nspital, onths
11th July, he remacked, **It's all through drink; it
wounld be about twelve o'clock when I did 1t I had
seen the prisauer the previvus day, about half-past six,
at the end of Hank strest. He was sober, and com-
plained about his wife being with another an,
Three men were standing near, acd the prisoner,
pointivg, said, * That's the one

Mr. H. W. Harnson, saor;
waa nexi called. He said:
11th July I went to the prisoner's honse, and foand
Mzs. Laycock lying downstairs, with her thront eat,
derd. Upstairs I saw the prisover and a child lyiog
ou & matiress. Ele was living, and T toroed him over

which might bava been self.inflieted.
aliogetber I found four Jead children.
of each waa cut,
conld be ioflicted by the koife alresdy produeed.

In the room

of the throat. I examined the body of Mrs. Laycock

right cheek bone. Ste had for advanced in pregnancy

rnisoner in the bouse.

the prisones. Ha said thoy bad heard the details of
one of the most horrible trag
ever brought before a court of
it stated by witnesses oue after m

b

did, and he sat in the docl /5

la.

g, for if it were u fact that the man del

| bosom nnd thé four ¢

but could not say where it came from or whether it waa |

1l with him on the

and examined him, discovering a wonnd in his neck, |

The throat
and the woonds were such as

Death arose from hemorthage, cansed by the entting

at the Mortanry, aed foond = bruise on the forahead
over the right eye, and & corresponding bruise aver the

By Mr. Thompson: 1 had a conversation with the
He said whea I was torning

s that probably was
i they had beard |
er how the four |

| children aud the woman were foaud with their throata
| eat in Layeock's bouse, and how the prisoner waa |
fonnd with hia throat cot, onder circamstances which | jeresponsible for his echions, they woa!
rendered it idle for him (the connsel} to contend for m s

| momeut that be did not cat all their throats and his
own too, ln fuct, the prisoner bad admitted that he |
! 8 confessed |

slayer of his wife and fonr ¢ . Tt woald
herefore, ba qnita wnoecessary for him  (Mr,
wpsor) 10 enter into ary ‘of the eickemng

r shoall ba attempt to apoeal to their |

in hus sober senses, withont any quarrel or |
of auy kind, ent the throat of the wifaof ks |
ldren, of whors 1t had beaa said |
fond of, then nothing conld be ton bad far
f, on the other band, they did eoma to the |
, alter hearing the emdence wiish be shonld |

——
er wad
Iwa

head. That doctor, however, i3 dead. N
found drowned—he lost his way 1o the ankr::,h
BOL preseat as the inguest on my brother Riohard. My
son 0sed o coms and see ms often before [ lefy Sheffeid,
He wua very fond of bis children.

Cross-examined by Mr. F'enwick: My first hushand
(the prisoner's father) was fouud L0 [ gy
know how he wes with bis death; an open verdict wasg
retarned. He used to bet, and had lost money the day |1
befora he died. At the inquest on wy brotber John | c
the verdict was one of * temporary insanity.” Hig |
family had been a great troable to bim. My hasband |-

always seemed to be & rational and sensible mau. 1t
18 thought that my brother Ricbard met with bis death |
shrough drink; he threw himself 1n front of an engie.
Except for the drink he aiways appesred a seasible |-

f

| man until & few months before hisueath. Ishink then
| his mind wes afecicd—he attempted to poison himuelt,
but failed. My son (she prsoner) haa 1ot been a bard
| drioker. I never saw him bat once the worse for dnak
inmy life. He waa, from three toseven years of ag
attended by a doctor. Ha bad brain fever then, s
of Inte bas bad soveral days' sickncss, and complaine
of his head. |

Michael Allen said: I have known the prisoner for |
| several years, and at one time lived at hia hoase. The |

prisoner ssemed always foud of his children. I was |
. of the 10th Jaly from seven o |
ten o'cloek, and the prisonor then seemed diferent
from what be had been befors. He said tast whilss o
Waketield ** doing 21 days " he dreamt that be Kept &
rag shop, and everything ha had tarmed o gold. 1
was ont hawking with him that week, aod he seemed
to be in very low spirita.

Cross-examined by Mr. Fenwick: The prisoner
carried tbe bags, and 1 did the bawking. I shooght
at the time that his mind was eompletely altered, bat
I did ot inform any of bis friends. From bis appeas- |
ance [ should say be had not been drinking,

Selina Hudson said: I have known the prisoner &
‘guod maay years, aod on Monday, the Tih inst., I saw
| the priscner at Elizabeth Platta’ house. I poticed

that the prisoner lovked wild, and I suid, ** Well Joe,
| what are you doing?” and he renlied that he bad been
@ little walk, and afterwards 1 woot in aud saked Mrs.
| Platts what was the matter with him.

Cross-esamined by Mr. Fenwick: The prisoner
| looked rather wild, and it struck me as was oot right.
| I did not communicate with bis wife.

This coneluded the evidence for the dafencs, and

Mer. Thompson, addressing the jary, sabmitted that
|1t amply bore out what Lo sabmitied in bis former | |

address, that the prisoner, at the Siwe he committed
| this crime, was Dot respoasible for bis actions. Hedid
| BO% mean to argue that the prisoner was o lanatic o
the ordinary sense of the word, or an idiot, nor that
| be wan insane at the present moment; but that ab the
time he commutted tie murders be was unsaswerable | |
| for s crime. Sapposiug that the wound woich the | |
risoner had wflicted on bus throas had beea a |
itle deeper, and that he had died from the effects of
that ivjury, and the jory were sitling, uot to try m
for murder, bat as a corener's jury to investigute the |
|cause of his desth, was there & man amongsi them
who woold hesitate, after the evidence laid balors
them, to return s verdict that ak the tims he was, ab

least, temporarily insaue? Tnere appear=d to bum 1o

be little difference between the twu poaitions, and he

ventared to aseart that sulficient bad been adduced to
| allow them to find that the prisoner waa ineapabls of
Jjudeing right from wrong on the night in question,
Mr. Fenwick, repiying on behalf of the prosecation, | |
| argued that the extreme mental depression from which |
the prisoner suifered when seen by Dr. White was
ouly such as one would expecs to find in & man who‘ ‘
| had committed snch a terribls ofznee as this. Asto
| the evidence of the witorsses who saw the prisoner
| shortly before the crime, although tbey professed to
have noticed a chauzein his manner, they did oot ak |
that tume appear to have been sufficiently umpressed
to have communicated with bhis friends. fs was |
nataral that, after the crime, one should look
|tound for an explanation or motive ; but the
| propar way to look at evidence of thia chba-
| racter was to jodge of Lhe witnesses’ condact at the |
| time they professed to notice the strange beuavicar. |
There was no doabt that insanity waa hereditary, but
whnt was the proof of insanity in this mans famuly”

d |

I
i
1
[
;

|
[
|
[

The prisonar's father was funud drowoed, bus |
under what ecircumstances was nct koown to
them, and even his widow did npot  snegest

that be was of weak intallect, or satfered iromn mental
incapacity. As to the death of the uncle William there |
waj sarely, in spite of the cpenming of nasel |
for the prisoner, no evidence that his deatn was |
anything but a nataral oos. The other two nocles,
John and Richard, bad commitied ieide, oo |
| donbt, but this was only mpparcutly after o term
of drinking and various tronbles; but so far as
the evidence went there was nothiag o lead the jory |
to think that thess men wers jadged by their fricods
to be insane. No member of the prisouer's family had
been confined 11 & lupasic A a4 to the
prisoner's suffering from an a
far from thas hawng perman
evidence showed that the prisoner grew out of it, and
was regarded up to the Wme of this ccourrence as o
capable and sensible man, AMr, Fenwick then alluded |
to the evidence As to ths conversakion

tnm over, * Ok, Bob, let ms alnge.” 5 the prisoner and Lis wile ou tue might be-
This e aded the ease for the prasscation, and fora she morder, and also to the conversation
Mr. Lbompson then addressed the jury on bebalf of | with the policerunn  afterwards ' th it was all

f | throuch drink,” and asked them 10 oas ¥ cousidec
what wes tha stals of the priscoer's mind this
vight, and nlsa whetber be was the person who com.
mitted the morder. LIf they came to the n
that the prisoner did ot som tha marder, or that
he did cormmit the murder, but 18 tima he was

tara s verdict io his favonr. Bot
band, they found that the |z of this
other persons found in that honse v
prisoper, and that the learncd
prove the insanity or irrespons
then it would be their painlol duty—
their doty—3n say that Le was gudiy
charge mads agaiust him.

His Lordsbip, 1n samming np, said the sola inqairy
for them was ad to the mental condition of the prisoner,
The very atrocity of the crima sugeesied that 18 wag
ot the act of m sane man But there might te
motives which they coald hom mod wgicn were
not disclused, which act not that of a
madman, bo: of an atr

bring forward, that the prisoner at the time | the mental coudition of a m:

Lo ecommitted the marders was incompetent to this kiod, & juey coald derive

ljndgs of what he was dving, that ke was|the medical men. In this particalar ease 16 appeared
ndier soma delusion or some uncontrollable im-|ta bim, wpon reading the depcaitions, thas it
palse which cor lled bim to commit the crime; | would mot right that ke case shoold

| and if they eonai what the man’s eondition must | be  sobmitted to them wupon the materials

now be wiou be realised what be had done, then it |
Tucmpson) ta
7" would be too mild a

the jurors, under those

would be equally 1dle for him {2

ner mnst have been absolurely
= toat control over himself which woald

jnceivable that very shorily befors the
trage Laycock and his wife were sitting goietly
together 1n a publie bonse eating their supper. They

| were bea:d, and nothing wha

possibly one scream. It was also imco

wvable chat

He should, therefore, limit bimself entirely to
on whether or not the facts dul not abow that |
incapabla

prevented bim doing thet which he did. It was

weut pescsably bome, and no sonuds of guarrelling
ver unusonl, except

which the prosecution propesed to otfer, apd to
beiora
of

offer mlone, The w

coroner merely stat:

esaus
tha o

the
the dis-

eXamine

covery of the dead bodiea. Io thas way zo doabt
prima facie case was eatablished against the prioner,
| bat it seemed to him (vhe Judze) thas 1t woula bs alto-

| Rether wrong that they sbould sct apor

rong pra-
sumpiions which, sccording to th of tha law,
wero those by which o coroner's jury wonid be gmded.
A mau was presumed to be sap aod 1t was for
bim to prove thas ho  was lsing  tas
power which, bappm bs eonld mot be k :
waa conlided to 3 io snch cascs

learned member of t

even empowsted him to obtal
professional man, and tok
w professional man conld mak.
of the crime which it would

tho prisouer, sober &3 he was said o bave thejury. They bad hawrd the resulta of the eforts
beerr, and if in pessession of his senses, shoold tha: bad been made for she defopee

liave proceeded to these horribla acts. In eon- i

| siterivg  whether he was iocapable at  that

time of reasomng, he (the learped couns

wold call befors them witnesses who wonld she
what t

extent—they would say that daringa few davs pre.
ceding the tragedy hs was in a very iow state indsed,
aud szewed glmost dazed, wrong, distrang
[ would state that when be was a ch

Id he was constavtly in the
deetor's hands because his head was wrong. She
woald also say that his faher and grandfather wore
found drowned, that one of his uneles was foand dead

sl NGS BEVEDl YEATS O

sud & toird oucls was feond desd upon the
n it would also be siated that when in
al themman bad the delosion that ene of bis
was in the ward. 1 was quite possible, be
cmpson) eontended, that the prisoner was
a Jdeigsion atthe time he committed the morders,

that he coold not resist an impalse to perpetrate
the deed, 1f he could establisb this to their sacisfac-
tio, then Le thonght they would coms to the comela-
sion that the prisoner was not gailty of an act which
hould make every cna of them blnsia for their uutara
o believe Le eouid bave been guilty of ia bis sober
but tbat he was, ou the contrary, & man aimost
to bo pitied than any man in thia world, aod thas
 instead of bemng & Wwan Lo be condemned, be was
e to be taken eare of, As & man absolutely ineom-
. Thompsou shen

I
|
]

Clair Wihite, surgcon at the Public Hospital,
who be saw the prisoner on his admission to that
institotion on the 11th July. He ®as in a state of ax-
treme mantal depression, und begeed for bim (witness)
to let him die, and asked him to cut his chroat deeper.
\Witness chserved bim dariog she day, and cnce foand
him under the delusion that be saw ooe of his children
| iuthe ward, 1o (witness) exwminod tia prisoner’
| izead, snd foond a scar on the left side of the bLead.
| The pr er 3aid it bad been done with a hatchet, and
| so 1t might. It was prssible that if the soar were
| enused by a blow llom & batchbes, it might atfect him
meutaliy.

Mr. Thompson: Looking at the condition in which
| ba wae whos ha cems nle the Hoasital, waald be,
i your opinion, oo the previous nixot bave bren eab-
to some Jelusion, and been ineapable of resist-
{ig doing the act winch e did *=It 13 possible.

liy Mr. Fenwick: A'ie mental denr:
mizhit bave been vansed by what b :

Mgt wot his broodiug over 1t bave asccounted for
| the delusion ?—1t maght.
1f a wan bad committed an offence of this sort wonld
not you expect to fnd bl in & scate of extreme mental
tepression, and woold not that depressicn be likely ta
ive rise to the delusion?—1t might
Dues that wound appear to bave been snchan oneas
itkely to affect & man’s mental power *=Slight wounds
Lave been known to atfect & wau's mental power.

His Lordship: Sbonld you expect to find. 1n conse-
quonce of sach & wound as thet, insawity in thecwnaer?
—I1t's posaible for him to be 1nsane.

Alr, Fenwick: Do you think it is probable *—I don's
feel able to give an opiniou upon Vhat.

Hrs Lordsnip: Prom the history of tha erime. and

That, be apprehended, would | from what you saw, should yon think he was ander a |

delusion atthe time he committed the orume *—i shoald
tay be would be mora likely to sufier from o delusion
thivn an ordinary man wouald.

Mr. Feawick: Woude't yoa expeet to find in an
ordinary wan an extreme state of depressiou and & de-
lusiom siter such nn ocoarrence —'L here might be. In
farther reply to Me. Fenwick, be saud he had had some

| expericncs wikh lisaniby, haviug becn elght months w |

the insane ward of a workhouse.

Wilhiam Smith, filecotter, Bl
knew the father of the prisoner, and was n companion
of his. He died some ten years ago. He was foand
drowned. Ikuew bia father (the grandfutber of the
prisouer), but be died a vataral dewth, [ knew the
brothers of the prisoner's mother, Willium, Jobo, and
Lichard. Willinm was found dead in his bed. John
was found dead in his bed, with bis throat cat, and
Itichard placed humself in frout of an engine, and was
cut to piecad,

Jros:-examined by Mr. Fenwick: I do not
know that suortly before the prisouer's futher was
funnd drownel Le bad lost beavily ou g, Licbard
bad been in w low way for some time before he was
Iniled. He bad gove up and down as thongh he dJdid
uot eare apout anything.  He was also drinking before
bis death. Asa matter of fact, I do not know the

alin Bridge, smd: [

| circomstances under which be was killed by tue eu. |

au

s

abeth Platts, sister of the prisoner, said: On the
Moudny before the ilth July the prisoner came to my
house. " I was in the kitclien when he came in., fis
staod looking at e for & long time befora hs spoke
aud he looked dernnged, and I was afraid of him,
Cross-examined by Mr. Fenwick: I have not lived
ar bim of late years. I have seen him soveral times,

R on the |

prisoner s previous bistery had been to this

in bis bed, that another oucie wasfonnd with his tiroat
cat, i

terests of the comm ()
the facts, and that they snould b

dduoced an belal
way in which boal
wai to be hoped tb
jndicial procedure in the «
had new

was onder the iufluenca of an ilin
him insensible to the natars avd
crime. If they wera satisfied T
the family of the prisoner, then
ing with tha rest of tho case. [ becaue
that the prisoper took the lives of these creatures
knowiog what he was doing and that 1t was a wrong,
then it woold be sheir duty to brisg in a verdics of

prisoner Le

sing which reudercd

wid insanity in
ed them n deal-

guoilty. If, on the other hazd, ¥ cana & eon-
clusion that he was noder an iliosion which dered
bim insensible to the pature of the acs, they muss
acqmé him. Lo that ease be the jodee) necd not say

| what the prisoner’s fate woull be; Le would ve kops
safe during her Majesty's pleasare.

The jury were then askod tu consider their verdiot,
They retired, and it now being the time When this
eoort was ususlly adjourned for | son, his lordship
left hia seat, and the peopla wers cicaced oug of the
eourf. Inabouta qaearter of an bonr afsewards it was
kuown the jury bad agreed
lordship, mpon being acqoa,
etornad. ayeock was br
the doek, and when the verdict was

azain 1o the front of
n

nced thers

| wera searcely a dozen persous iu e cou 1cops the
officinls and the jury.
The Clerk of Arraigns (addressing the jury), seid:

Geutlemen of the jury, have { yonr
| verdiet? How say vou, do yoa find the prisoner,
| Joseph Laycack, zuiliy or nos gailty »

The 'oreman: Guilty.

The Clerk of Arraz . Have yon
rnything to say why seatence of death should not be
pnssed npon yon?

The prisoner made o eaply.

Hia lordsbip then assnmed tha black cap, and, a
dressing the prisoner, who clute '
appeared very creatly axituted, sa.d
1 will not add to the 1o
Ly one word of comment nn taa ternbls offence of
which you have beau o cted. It 13 my d to pass
upon you the sentence of the law, and that sentencs is
that von be hi].‘;“ from heues to
¥ou came, and from thence to the wa of execatio
#od that you be there hanged by tho neck until you 3«;
| dead, and tkat yonr body e afterwards buried within

the precinets of the prison wuers yoa wera laas con.

h:felrl. And may the Lord bave merey cu your soal,

The prisoner’s whols frame shook as he hoard Al
dread sentence, and ha gazed towarda the
stapeded sort of way. He continnedh
rail, and the warders nad to use s I3
him to release his grasp, He then ma
yaur worship, thaonk yoo." As be was
ont of the dock heremarked J !
)Ir.‘]u:nuou. surgeun, and &
stood vear, ** I've got my doom; 183 all I cray fo)
till tho Judgment Day.” e was harried au:?,fﬂ:,,:;;t
and 50 eaded anotber chapter wu the hustory of  The
Whiteczoft scagedy. F ek ke

—_—
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EXTRAORDINARY POISON NG CASE

NEAR RIPLEY '

Ap inqaest was held at the Jessop's Arms, Codnor
ou Monday eveniog, belore Mr, V. W humn. v.umuv:.
on the body of & child three ¥ears old, gqm.;d Ju.‘m_;
kleuher.. she son of Samanel Fletcher, of Codnor, who
died on Satnrlay nizht—Susn Flotaher, ue mther,
said deceased was all right on Friday night. She got

d

aboat ko gte;

uklug towards
persons who

a piat of milk for bae husbang'
5 3 supper tuat nigat. bus
| as he did not drink it she lefs 1t 148 jug on E:u table
all might. There w L o
'l):‘lm uest morning deee o
T

other, six years of ay
Witness pouted some of
of which Le drank,

rematnder.  Degey
i3 brother.— [y,
for, and fouud de

the wilic vut for decens s0lug

and the other child drask the
was

> sick, a8 was also

W sail he was sens
| cased and the osher ebild saffuc-
ing from diarchors, vowiting, and a state of collapae.
The eldest child recovered, bas the yoangest died. Uhe
chemical action of tie wilk upon the brass spoon woald
Produce verdigris in seveu or eicht bours, sutficieny in
quABLity to poison & yonug cbild. Verdigris ur sub-
acetate of copper was a powerial irnitant, and wonld

bt uut very often. He was a manof ‘'rather spintiy” | Frodace vomiting —1he ry retnroed s verdigh
wper, ard he bas been in troubls for uuan‘?u a:d- "D&ll!d‘dalaf(“znm pn'.d::u::“ by verdigris.” e
ulent conduci. When he came to my hogse ou the | m——
Alonday he did not look a8 he nsed to do, and it madg | = s
a2 impresaion on my mind. T ook 1o steps to inform | s 0 TLICIoTS COOLNG DArNg s wapsliod in Roe's Lime
the prisoner’s relatives, but I dud tell my sister, Waters. | 1% 1a nonaleonolie, and highly medicinal, purily-
Surab Spelling said: The prisoner is my soy by my | ing the blood. iiseommendod by the Lancet wad Medical
st huubn:‘d-n ngn he was & child he wag ander the | 1'mi’ew--r»ﬂct -“;ld \-J:A‘!;'m‘a-s l'llmhuﬁan should order
. 1 liose's Cordidl. ales: tores : 1, Custain i
& foz sn  and Leiib, 0



